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crawly creatures aren't your dish, try
pindaertok, the griddlecake which even
the most finicky will down like an old
pro. (To impress the folks at your slide
show back home—and to wake them
up—take a shot of the whole spread and
intimate that you tried it all.) Possibly
the most enjoyable thing here, though,
will be your conversation with the
vendor or with the office workers who
come here at noon for a relaxing lunch
or at the end of the day to have “one
for the road.”

And there are the big-time gamblers
with their wheel-of-fortune dart boards,
whom you can do out of a pack of Lotte
Juicy Fresh Gum or even a five-pack of
King Edward Cigars. Before the wheels
of fortune, better pay a visit to one of
the fortune tellers, who read the palm,
the hand, or the horoscope with equal
expertise.

By and by there is another fork in
the path. Exhausted? Call it a day and
follow the path to the left, where a taxi
will be waiting, or a bus back
downtown. Up for more? Follow to the
right to Namsan Park.

A fountain, a greenhouse, a small
zoo with unhappy deer and bored
peacocks, a memorial hall to a turn-of-
the-century patriot with its harangue on
the horrors of the occupation lest
anyone forget, and a gnarled old pine in
front which must have been there 20
zillion years and will keep you gawking
twice as long. In terms of eye-openers
the park, except for the pine, isn't
much. As a place to get a sense of Seoul
and Korea, it's a must.

That's Namsan. China has a fancier
shrine to Zhuge Liang, Switzerland has
longer cable cars, and the Sears Tower
is about as high as you can get. But you
can't beat Namsan for its bird's-eye and
close-up perspective. o]

Jobn Holstein is an assistant professor of English at
Sungkyunkwan University. He has written extensively
on things Korean and done several prize-winning
translations of Korean fiction. Kang Yong-Seok teaches
photography at Jungang University and contributes to
Asiana regularly.




